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Montna Farms

Second-generation rice grower Al
Montna plans to keep his !'.'I11'|'I|:.' farm
in agriculture for future generations by
ilnFl|4_=|11-,'nl::|nﬁ conseryvation I.'I!I'm:ti.l:l.“!i
on his mone than 2 38K-acres of r-['n.‘l.‘i-
alty short-gramn roe in Subter County,

For mone than 35 VEars, he has
fooded felds, F'I.III1I."I."I'i|'I:L,'| Hhe |:.|m|:1in.'-:
of knoscking post-harvest rice stubble
dowwn into water, rather than burning
it. Thie seasonal wwetlands created by
the flooded fields serve as habitat for
many birds and wildlife species

Montna monitors the quantity ard
quality of water on his farm and uses
lasers to bievel his fields; the resulls ane
loweer herbicide costs and belter water
management. bn 2008, he built a solar
power facility to offset energy usage
from the rice drying operation.

He also has F'-l.;1|;|'|,| absoat 2 00
acres into a wildlife-friendly agriculture
easemnent, which helps ensure the land
remains in farming and is managed to

Wildlife Bed & Breakfast

pliformia’s nce industry contnbubes ko

ppen spece and wildila habdal in tha
Cacramanio Valley, About 230 fypes of
wildiife, including 31 ieted as specias of
snecial concarn, visl saasonally Booded
figlds, Waleriowl and shoraburds such as
CTames, egrels, Nemns, GUCKS, Swans,
geess and more use the fields lor migeation,
wintaring or breeding, and bald eaghes and
perggring falcons scar overhead

Phalngaiptss an the page and olhar acls
indormanan courtesy of Calfamis Fice Commis-
SO, WWWCHTICE. 0N, S0 Wirbsile for noe videos

Addional inbyrmaion provided by Calkirnia
Farm Buneaw Fodariion rews relaase, 12870
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benefit wildlife, This and other prac-
tices carmed Montna the Aldo Leopold
.l‘l.-.v.::rl.l. RIVETY .1|'||"II.||'I!|.:|.' tos Lanidl owmers
iry eight states who practice exemplary
land stewardship and management
Montna received the honor at the 2000
A Farm Bureau Federation mesting
A third generation, Nicole Montna
Van Vieck, Farms with her parents and
sister. Thie gradiate of UCLA and the
CA Agncultural Leadership Program
is the farm's managing partmer. As
shar and her sister raise their children,
thesy are, perhaps, preparing a fourth
I_in_'nrmria_m of Montna noe farmers o
be stewards of the land.

The Kernel of Rice

Thie prooeis used to grow rice is
urilike any used for crops in San Luis
Obispo County, The kemel, or essence,
of the rice story fullows

In BMarch, fields are prepancd for
planting by using laser-guided grading
equipment o make them as flat as
possible, which allows farmiers to
conserve water, Then fertilizer and
shallow furmows are added to felds,

Water to a depth of only five inches
1= run inio the belds. | b consistent
depth helps improve rice plants” ability
(48] |.11rr|.|'-|-|u- wilh weeds for nutrient=
and sunlight, and reduces the need for
herbicidies

Rice sined 15 spaked and loaded
ot .,1||"|1|J|1|."\1. Flying over figlds at 100
miph, the beavy seeds are released, sink
inko the furrows and begin to grow,

At Montna Farms, the 2001 planting
season started April 22, according to
Jon Munger, manager of operations.
Yo can findd a link to videos and blogs
about the fce-growing process with
M bcole Montna Van Yieck and other
A rrowors alk HIIrr-ll"ll'llfl'i:ll'i."\-'l.l.l..l.'lf|.'|,.
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During the four o fve months
seedlings mature, water is maintained
at o depth of five inches. Herbicides
and treatment for weevils and other
insects, if needed, are applied. By late
summer, grain appears in long pani-
cles atop the plant; by September, grain
heads ane |1,'.1|.‘|!|' for harvest. Fields ane
then drained.

Harvesters (above, left sidi) collect
:.;r.\i I |._|n|_=|11|3.' and r.!:i"|'||.||:'.'. Hr'ﬂ.ﬂ"ia!ilﬁl.‘lj
tractors, callsd Bankout WARONG {above,
right side), come join them to receive

pice and deliver it to waiting tralers
(top right) so the harvesters don’t have
to stop to unload. Each acre vields
about 8,000 pounds of rice.

Rice bs drbed 1o an ideal moistune
level and stored. When a customer
|_'l|..|.-|_'|."_-. an order, Hhe H.I'-'Ii!'l Boes 1o thee
r|.1i|| whuq* li'u.' luill i= ]L'I:Tli.'l-".'L'Ij. |.1.‘-:1‘.'j!"||.‘,_
borowr o, White fieo |5 the result of
|.1_'._':11|:.' MemWing bran |.1!.'L'I“i Los leawe
just the inner, pearly grain.

Montna Farms has a rice drying
and storage facility, Afber milling, it
is often shipped out of the ports of
Sacramento, Sockion and Oakland.
Much of thivr rice = =0ld o the makers
of Kikkoman Soy Sauce,

Afber harvest, Montna's Belds are
again flooded with water to provide
food and refuge for wildlife and for
birds that use the Pacific Flyway,
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Farmers Al Monina, daughier Micole Monina
Van Vieck (and her daughter} grow rice in the
Sacramento Valley The pholes above show
theair 2010 hanwest.

SLO County Climate Suited to Grapes, Not Rice

aldarnéa rice ts grown under a Medierranean clmate characterized by warm, diy, clear

days, and a kang growing season favorable to high photogynihetic ratas and high rice yiedds.
Compared with tropical and subtropical noa-growing areas, the climabe is cool, bul warm summer
nights during paniche devesopmant, when pollen formation takes placs, hefps bo avaid cokd-
induced floset starily. Low ralaiive humidity Biraughout the growing 22ason reduces tha
denalopment, seventy and imponanca of rice fiseases

The same cimatic conditions that enabie premium wine grape producton in San Luis
Obispa Courdy limils rice production—our cool summer nights. Cool 1amperauras and sirong
winds during stand establishment may cause partal stand loss and seediing drifl. R production
i5 nat recommended whara tomparatures routinely fall besow 50° F. Seed gammination and seedling
emargence are delayed al lamperatures betow 54° F Even ¢ut in the Carrizo Plains and Cuyama
valley, the averaga minmum iemperalines ang routingly below 507 F dunng 1he growing seasn

More infarmatian aboul o production is avallable at the University of California’s Rice
Projact webpane at hitpigroups ucanr.ongiricaprojucanmongindex.cim

By Mary Bianchi, U.C. Davis Cooperative Exlension Farm Advisor
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